
 

 

The Carroll County Industrial Development Authority met June 7, 2016, at the Carroll County 

Governmental Complex in Hillsville.   

Members present: Chairman Clinton Willie, Vice-Chairman Andy Jackson, Richard Sowers, 

Benny Robinson, Larry Edwards and Larry Chambers.   

Also, Nikki Cannon, interim county administrator, and Sandy West, treasurer.   

Guests Peanut Turman appeared before the board requesting that the old Dugspur school 

property be transferred to the Dugspur Community Center.   

Ms. Cannon explained that the community club must obtain a tax exempt certification before any 

transfer could be considered. She plans to meet with Turman in the future about the project.    

Minutes  

Mr. Robinson made the motion to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2016 IDA meeting as 

mailed. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, and approved.  

Closed Meeting  

Upon a motion by Mr. Chambers, seconded by Mr. Robinson and passed unanimously, the 

Authority entered into a closed meeting, for disposition of property, prospective business 

discussion and discussion of Legal Matters in accordance with Section 2.2-3711 (A1, A3, A5, 

A7) of the Code of Virginia.   

Return to Regular Session – Certification  

On a motion by Mr. Chambers and seconded by Mr. Sowers and approved, the IDA returned to 

regular session and adopted the following resolution.   

WHEREAS, the Authority has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 

recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 

and   

WHEREAS, Section 2.1-3711 (A1, A3, A5, A7) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification 

by this Authority that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;   

Bank Transfer  

Ms. West said the changeover of the IDA account from Wells Fargo to the Bank of Floyd was 

almost complete. 



Natural Gas Update 

 Ms. Cannon said the Virginia Department of Transportation had approved a commercial 

entrance permit for property in the Carroll County Industrial Park that Appalachian Natural Gas 

had proposed to purchase in the future.   

Day Care Improvements  

Ms. Cannon said new windows had been installed at the daycare center and they are now 

requesting to purchase a new HVAC unit at a cost of $4,642. A security camera was also 

discussed for the property. Action was postponed until the July 12, 2016 meeting.   

ANDCO Rent Reduction  

Mr. Chambers made the motion to defer rent by 50 percent for ANDCO Logistics beginning in 

June 2016 of $2,500 for six months with $15,000 due upon termination of the lease. Mr. Jackson 

seconded the motion, and approved by a unanimous vote.   

Guests  

In a second citizen’s session Markel Cochran and Debbie Goad addressed the IDA about several 

concerns and asked questions concerning the county’s deal with Andrews Farms and other 

projects.  

It was pointed out that Cochran and Goad had spent more than $200 in fees to obtain documents 

at which their concerns were directed. 

Some of their concerns raised at the meeting included: 

 Why would the IDA defer ANDCO rent, especially in view of Keith Andrew's recent 

bankruptcy filings?  

 Why was the County not named as a creditor in the Andrews Farming bankrupt 

proceedings?  

 How do we vet those businesses receiving Tobacco Commission monies and other 

grants?  

 How do we monitor the progress to ensure performance agreements are being met?  

 How does the IDA know that produce used as a metric for reporting performance is all 

grown in Virginia?  

 What is the present physical status of the collateral used by Andrews Farming in meeting 

it's collateral performance agreement?  

 As an awareness statement, Mr. Cochran pointed out that the agreements in aggregate, 

exposed County tax payers in excess of $2 million.  

 The was a $5K attorney bill that seemed to be unaccounted for/unexplained in all 

the agreements between Andrews Farming, Virginia Produce and Classic Creations and 

the Carroll County IDA. 



Concerning the rent reduction, it was pointed out that the reduction was made to help keep the 

company in business. Although the rent was cut in half to $2,500, the $15,000 will be added to 

the end of the lease and the county will not lose any money 

Ms. Cannon said she did not know why the county was not named as a creditor. 

Adjournment  

Mr. Chambers made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Jackson, and approved.    


